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Garmaii (1887:20), in his description of Sphaerodaciylus 
pictns, lists its range as the island of St. Christopher’s (== St. 
Kitts), West Indies. Barbour, in his monograph of the genus 
(1921:263) and in his first elieeklist of Antillean amphibians 
and reptiles (1930:85) lists the range as St. Kitts. In his second 
(1935:104) and third (1937 :1]5) Antillean cdieeklists, Barbour 
ineludes the island of Nevis in the range of pictus, and states 
that it {picius) is possibly a synonym of aS^. sputator. 

In his monograph. Barbour (1921:226) separates pietus from 
sputator on the degree to whieh the dorsal scales are keeled 
(rather Aveakly in picius, and strongly in sputator), and on the 
number of dorsal scales equal to the distance from the tip of the 
snout to the center of the eye (9 in pictuSy and 10 in sputator). 
Examination of the types of picius (MCZ 6071) from St. Kitts, 
and of a large series of sputator (MCZ 16598—16633, 16635— 
16641) from St. Eustatius (= Statia) indicates that the first of 
the two characters used by Barbour to separate these species is 
extremely subjective and of doubtful value. The second charac¬ 
ter, which involves alloinetric growth of the head and dorsal 
scales, varies from 7 to 10 scales in sputator. The number of 
dorsal scales in the ''standard distance” of pictus is thus in¬ 
cluded. Further examination reveals no character of seutellation 
whieh will separate the two forms. 
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(Jannaii (1887:20) the oolor and pattern of pictus 

as: 

Greyish with thix^e oi* tour rows of brown spots on 
each side. On the snout there is a brown band from 
each eye aronnd the end; a median band meets these 
on the rostral. Behind tlie eyes, on the head, there are 
six longitudinal bands of brown, four of which join to 
form two on the occiput, and these meet the laterals on 
the neck forming two which are continued above the 
shoulders. A liglit line across the forehead from one 
orbit to the other. Two or three light streaks, across the 
back of the head and neck, appear in some. On a very 
young one there are five narrow, transverse, dark-edged 
streaks of wdiite between the eyes and the base of the 
tail. Tliere are traces of brown blotches on the lower 
surface.'’ 

A series of sputaior hi the ]\liisenni of Comparative Zoology 
indicates tliat the juvenile pattern of this species consists of 
white crossbands, Avith dark brown edges, on the neck, trunk, and 
tail. There are 5 to 8 of these crossbands betAveen the level of the 
eyes and tlie base of the tail. Tlie crossbands alternate AAdth 
ai*eas of dull broAvn ground color. The adult has a pattern of 
2 to 3 Avhite crossljands, usually Avith dark broAvn edges, on the 
neck and shoulders. The Avhite mai-kings on the trunk are alAA^ays 
(‘dged, at least in ])art, Avith dark l)roAvn. The pattern may be in 
the form of crossbands, or may be broken into AA^avy lines or 
spots. Tlie Avhite markings may fade to a light tan. In a fcAV 
individuals the dark broAvn edge of the dorsal spots tends to 
form longitudinal roAvs or stri])es on the light ground color. Both 
juveniles and adidts have a dark bi-oAvn stripe on the canthns 
rostral is, and a Avhite stripe connecting the orbits across the top 
of the head. From the above description it is evident that the 
variation Avhich occurs in the color pattern of sputaior includes 
the pattern thought to be characteristic of pictus (see Fig. 1). 

Since their scutellatioii and patterns are identical, Sphaero- 
(lactylus pictus Garman should be considered a s.ynonym of 
>>phaerodactylus sputator (Sparrman), and the range of sputa- 
tor should be extended to include the island of St. Kitts. 

A confusing factor in establishing the status of sputaior is 
Barbour's reference (1923 :2) to its ('olor pattern, lie states that 
sputator is: 

“. . . One of the dichromatic forms, as are so many of 
the large-scaled specdc's — -and ])erhaps others as yet 
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of Statiii; B (UF 10039-2) is from St. Martin; C (UF 10038), D and E 
(MCZ (5071 ) are from St. Kitts. D and E arc eotypes of the synonym, 
pirfus. 
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little known. The types are females evidently. The 
males are mneh smaller than the females, uniform grey¬ 
ish browii thi-ough life, or at the most with a few fine 
scattered dots usually on the head. The females are 
large, bulky and with a great variety of broken bands, 
blotches and spots of varying size.” 

Although Barbour does not list the catalogue numbers of the 
specimens he refers to in this paper, he does state that they were 
collected on Statia in 1922 by James L. Peters. This series is 
MCZ 16598—16633, 16635—16641. At the time of his writing, 
this series contained both S, sputator and S. sdbanus. This is 
evident in Barbour's reference to the large females” (= spolia¬ 
tor) with blotches, bands and spots, and to the small males” 
(= sahaniis) of a uniform broAvn.^ Examination of the present 
series of spufator shoAvs little or no sexual diehromatism, and 
the snout-ATut length of the males (31-35 mm., AAith a mean of 
32.8) is slightly greater than that of the females (28-35 mm., 
Avith a mean of 31.7). 

On 10 July 1958, Dr. Walter Auftenberg and I collected an 
adult specimen of fi, spufator in Basseterre, St. Kitts, thereby 
('onfirming the existence of this species at the type locality of the 
synonym, pictus. On 15 July 1958, Ave collected tAVo adult 
spufator on St. Martin, 2^0 omlcs Avest, and ^ mile north of 
Philipsburg, near Devil’s Hole. 

The range of S. spufator, as indicated by the specimens avail¬ 
able to me at this time, includes the islands of Statia (MCZ 
1G398—16633, 16635—16641 (29); UMMZ 57010), St. Kitts 
(MCZ 6071 (3); UP 10038), and St. Martin (UF 10039 (2); 
PWJJ 474A, 606 (5)). Future collecting Avill probably estab¬ 
lish its existence on Nevis and Saba, the tAvo remaining islands 
of the Saba to Nevis chain of islands. 

The range of St. sahauus includes all of the islands of the Saba 
to Nevis chain of islands. It is found on Saba (MCZ 45215— 
45217; USNM 103985—103993, 103995—104003), Statia (MCZ 
54010—54015 (158)), St. Kitts (UF 10041 (9), 10042 (9), 10043 
(9), 10044 (9), 10045 (10); PWlI 422; UMMZ 83317), and 
Nevis (UF 10040 (3); PWII 414; UMMZ 83316 (2); MCZ 


1 Th(* sahnnns wen* Isiter separatejl from the series and recataloginnl under tiie 
name elrgantuhis as AICZ r)4dl0 - r)40m. That they are not elegantuUis is now 
clear since in addition to other features tiiere is no crosshandinff in the juveniies 
of tills .series. Cochran (llCtS) jiointed out that the juveniles of sgbanus are 
unmarked like the adults, while Itarbour (1921) described the crossbanded 
juveniles of elegantnUia. This confusion of elegantiilus and sabanns is not sig:- 
iiificant for the i)res<*iit pain*!’; a study of these and other Les.ser AntiUean 
sphaero<iactyls, includiugr a redefinition of all the species, is in preparation and 
will be preseutefl later. 
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38374). Barbour’s record of pieius {= sputator) on Nevis 
(1935:104 and 1937:115) seems to be based on the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology specimens of sahanus listed above. 

The fieldwork during the summer of 1958 Avas supported by 
National Science Foundation Grant G-3896 and the Florida 
State Museum. Specimens collected on this trip have been placed 
in the University of Florida Collections, Gainesville (= UF). 
1 would like to thank Dr. Ernest Williams (Museum of Com¬ 
parative Zoology, Harvard = MCZ), Dr. Doris Cochran (U. S. 
National Museum, Washington = USNM), Dr. Norman Hartweg 
(University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor = 
UMMZ) and Dr. P. Wagenaar Hummelinck (Der Rijks-Uni- 
versiteit Zoologisch Laboratorium, Utrecht = PWH) for the loan 
of specimens in their care, and Dr. Walter Auffenberg, Dr. 
William Riemer, AndrcAV Arata. and Charles Myers for tlieir 
critieism and interest. 
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